
  

A REFERENTIAL ORGANISATION
FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF THE ABOLITIONIST CAUSE

ABOUT US
Ensemble contre la peine de mort – ECPM (Together against the Death Penalty) is an 

organisation that fights for the cause of universal abolition and in all circumstances of the death penalty. 
ECPM’s objectives are to organise and support all actions that fight against the death penalty throughout 
the world; it strives to promote universal abolition and to advance human rights and fundamental freedoms. 
The organisation supports the abolitionist cause by creating and distributing publications, reports and 
teaching tools through public campaigns it lobbies governments on both the national and international level. 
Throughout the world, ECPM fights for the abolition of capital punishment, raises public awareness and 
promotes a humanistic view of justice. ECPM also serves to help abolitionist actors by mobilising and bringing 
together new abolitionists, strengthening the capacities of local actors and acting alongside them in their fight 
against capital punishment, and by working alongside lawyers who defend death row prisoners. ECPM’s 
values include working together to help mankind and to take bold steps to achieve universal abolition. 
Created in 2000 by a handful of activists, ECPM now has a central role in the international abolitionist 
movement and has even been acknowledged as a key partner in the fight against capital punishment in the 
world. ECPM earned its legitimacy as a unifying group of the abolitionist movement because of its strong 
sense of ethics and values. Bringing civil society together with the World Congresses that it organises every 
three years and with the World Coalition Against the Death Penalty of which it is a founding member, ECPM 
has become the key partner with State governments for joint actions. The organisation also coordinates an 
informal group of nine States, the Core Group, which mobilises their diplomacies to support abolition and 
the Congresses. ECPM also acts to create networks with abolitionist members of Parliament.

OUR ACTIONS
• Uniting abolitionists from around the world
ECPM organises the World Congresses every three years (Strasbourg 2001, Montreal 2004, Paris 2007, 
Geneva 2010, Madrid 2013) which bring together thousands of political representatives, civil society 
organisations, legal professionals or artists from both abolitionist and retentionist countries in order to 
develop future strategies.
• Strengthening the capacity of local actors and acting alongside them
Because the abolitionist fight requires success on a local level, ECPM supports forming national and regional 
coalitions in the Middle East, in the North Africa region and in Central Africa; it also supports the creation 
of abolitionist Parliamentary Networks.
• Advocating for universal abolition
The creation of the World Coalition Against the Death Penalty was launched by ECPM (now a founding 
member of its executive board) in 2002. Together, they carry out lobbying and public mobilisation campaigns 
to political decision-makers: a call for a universal moratorium on executions at the United Nations, the 
World Day Against the Death Penalty, etc. ECPM carries out judicial inquiries with its local partners and 
has published reports on the situation of the death penalty in Iran, Morocco, Tunisia, the United States and 
in the Great Lakes region of Africa.
•  Educating and raising awareness about abolition
ECPM creates projects and educational tools for middle school and high school students in France and 
abroad. The organisation raises public awareness about the situation of the death penalty in the world, 
especially regarding minorities and vulnerable social groups, via the Abolition Newspaper, the Abolition 
Newsletter, its website www.abolition.fr and social networks.

www.abolition.fr
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S
ince 20

0
0

, w
e have been fi

ghting against the death penalty by uniting and rallying
 

abolitionist forces across the w
orld. W

e advocate w
ith international bodies. W

e 
encourage universal abolition through education, and public aw

areness cam
paigns. W

e 
strengthen the capacities of abolitionist actors and act alongside them

 on a local scale.

2016	
ECPM is granted consultative status w

ith ECOSOC • EC
P

M
 reaches a m

ajor m
ilestone by obtaining 

consultative status w
ith the U

nited N
ations Econom

ic and S
ocial C

ouncil (EC
O

S
O

C
), granting it access to U

N
 

institutions in G
eneva (H

um
an R

ights C
ouncil), N

ew
 Y

ork ( U
nited N

ations H
eadquarters and S

ecurity C
ouncil), 

and Vienna (U
N

O
D

C
-U

nited N
ations O

ffice on D
rugs and C

rim
e).

2015	
1

st Asian Regional Summit in Kuala Lumpur • A
sia is the first retentionist region w

orld
w

id
e. The 

num
ber of people executed in A

sia rem
ains higher than the total num

ber of executions in the rest of the 
w

orld. O
slo’s W

orld S
um

m
it aim

s to build on the R
egional C

ongress of K
uala Lum

pur in order to push its 
challenges to the forefront.

2015	
Campaign for Serge Atlaoui and all death row

 prisoners in Indonesia • W
hen Indonesia resum

es 
executions, E

C
P

M
 carries out lobbying actions to prevent the execution of S

erge A
tlaoui, a French citizen 

sentenced to death. Follow
ing w

eeks of cam
paigning and the execution of 8 m

ore people, he narrow
ly 

avoids death.

2013	
1

st National Netw
ork of Parliamentarians Against the Death Penalty in morocco • Follow

ing 
the R

egional C
ongress, M

oroccan parliam
entarians create the 1

st N
ational N

etw
ork of P

arliam
entarians 

A
gainst the D

eath P
enalty, bringing together 250 M

P
s from

 both cham
bers of P

arliam
ent. In the w

ake of 
this unique initiative, E

C
P

M
 backs the creation of m

ore netw
orks in Tunisia, Lebanon, and D

R
C

.

2012	
1

st Regional Congress in Rabat • E
C

P
M

 organises the 1
st R

egional C
ongress in R

abat in order to lobby 
the highest echelons of pow

er in a region of the w
orld w

here the death penalty rem
ains a m

ajor issue in 
society. A

s the largest anti-death penalty event to ever be held in the A
rab w

orld, the C
ongress brought 

together over 500 people and w
as attended by a num

ber of high-ranking political personalities.

2010	
Campaign for Hank Skinner • E

C
P

M
 carries out advocacy actions to prevent the execution of H

ank 
S

kinner. A
fter a 15-year-long legal battle, the judge orders D

N
A

 analysis of crim
e scene evidence, 19 years 

after the facts occurred.

2009	
the Our Body exhibition  is banned • A

fter E
C

P
M

 is granted m
otion for sum

m
ary judgem

ent, a banning 
order is im

posed on the O
ur B

ody exhibition, in w
hich bodies of C

hinese death row
 prisoners are exhibited. 

The C
ourt of A

ppeal goes on to confirm
 the relevance of this ban in a decree w

hich sets legal precedence.

2007	
The case of the Bulgarian nurses • E

C
P

M
 lobbies presidential candidates to save 5 B

ulgarian 
nurses and a P

alestinian doctor sentenced to death in Libya for allegedly inoculating children w
ith the 

A
ID

S
 virus.

2005	
Human Rights Prize for the fact-finding mission in DRC • For its first legal fact-finding m

ission in the 
D

em
ocratic R

epublic of the C
ongo (D

R
C

), the organisation is aw
arded the H

um
an R

ights P
rize from

 French 
P

rim
e M

inister D
om

inique de Villepin. Further m
issions w

ill then be carried out in B
urundi and in R

w
anda; these 

countries have gone on to abolish the death penalty.

2002	
Formation of the W

orld Coalition Against the Death Penalty • O
n the initiative of E

C
P

M
, the  

1
st W

orld C
ongress leads to the form

ation of the W
orld C

oalition A
gainst the D

eath P
enalty in R

om
e on  

13 M
ay 2002. Today, it boasts over 150 m

em
bers.

2001	
1

st W
orld Congress Against the Death Penalty, Strasbourg • E

C
P

M
 positions itself as the uniting 

organisation for all abolitionist forces from
 across the w

orld and organises the 1
st W

orld C
ongress A

gainst 
the D

eath P
enalty in S

trasbourg. The event has since been organised every 3 years : in M
ontreal (2004), 

P
aris (2007), G

eneva (2010) and M
adrid (2013).

2000	
Creation of the organisation • M

ichel Taube and B
enjam

in M
enasce w

rite a book, A
n O

p
en Letter 

to A
m

ericans for the A
b

olition of the D
eath P

enalty published by L’écart. This is follow
ed by a cam

paign, 
“Together A

gainst the D
eath P

enalty in the U
S

A
” w

hich gathers 500,000 signatures in France. This show
 

of strength leads to the creation of the E
C

P
M

 organisation.
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